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Finding a balanc

Cecil first to OK comprehensive

oil and gas drilling ordinance

By BRAD HUNDT
Staff writer
bhulult@obsenferreporzercom

CECIL - Cecil Township became the
first municipality in Washington Coun-
ty to approve a comprehensive oil and
gas drilling ordinance Monday night,
ending eight months of deliberation
and revisions.

Before approving the ordinance, su-
pervisors went through it page by
page, making changes in wording that
reflected both their concerns and those
of residents.

“We spent a lot of time and a lot of

money trying to make a balance,” ac-
cording to Supervisor Mike Debbis.
The ordinance covers such issues as
noise and the role of the community’s
police and fire personnel in case of an
accident at a drilling site.
* - The commonwealth’s Department
of Environmental Protection “knows
us personally,” Debbis added. “They
appreciate what we’re trying to do
here. This industry’s good for us.”

Washington County has become a
hot spot for drillers in the last couple
of years, as they tap the natural gas-
rich Marcellus Shale. Other commu-
nities, including North Franklin and
Mt Pleasant townships, have similar
ardinances in the works.

. The ordinance allows drilling in all
- the township’s zoning districts. But it
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also asks drillers to put up safety fenc-
ing that’s at least six feet high at sites
where they’re working, install warn-
ing signs, put sound walls in place to
minimize noise for nearby residents,
and provide security guards around-
the-clock when hydraulic fracturing
equipment or a drilling rig are at a well
site, among other requirements.

.Inalengthy public hearing that pre-
ceded the vote, some residents ex-
pressed concern about noise, truck
traffic and possible water contamina-
tion.

“If you don’t want them to drill, this
ordinance isn’t for you,” said John
Smith, the township’s solicitor. “We're
trying to make both sides happy.”

Smith also noted that Pennsylvania
already has regulations in place re-
garding oil and gas drilling, and “we're
trying to fill in the gaps.”




